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| | may be found walking in that evil way mentioned, 


4 Pfal.50. 19, 20. much more that we wſe not the ſame as our wea- 


pons to maintain our opinions , and to beat down what we fancie to 
be errouy , for its an evil and dangerous way , and Trath needs no 
| ſuch weapons far its defence , nor t0 confute errour , and ſure this 
can be no other than evil peaking,and falſe,to give out of any that 
underſtand, and believe, Jeſus Chriſt by the grace of God to have 
taFed death for every man, and to be the propitiation for the ſins 
of the whole World, and the enlightner of every man that comes 
into the World. That they therefore exalt the nature of man fal- 
len, and would that man by nature hath freedom of will to that 
Spivitual good : Surely this report hath riſen in the firſt raiſers of 
it, from ignorance of the very voyce of that Dottrine of grace and 
| fromconceits of fooliſhneſs in the Teſtimony of Jeſus , in the plain 
ſayings thereof , and malice azain(t ſuch as believe to ſlick cloſets 
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To the CunisTrIan RuaDan 
the ſame , and will wot be waved by Philoſophy and vain deceit th 
prefer mens garniſhings before the plain Text : Hence ſuch ervy \ + 
and ftrife, and charges of holding ſuch goodneſs in nature fallen, 
But whence ſuch wiſdom comes , and what accompanies it , ſeeim \ | 
James 3-14,15,16. And it i tobe feared there is ſome ſecret ma- 
enifying of willing and running where they are ; in this raſh cen+ 

ſure of ſome to aſſert them where they are not, and ſo a putting them 
out of place,or elſe an overcomtempt in denying their uſe where they 
ought to be, ſor ſurely the attainment of remisſion of ſins, juſtifi- 
cation, righteouſne(s,and eternal life , It s not of him that willeth, 

nor of him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth, ercy, «9 | 
16, For chuſing, willing, ye and running t00,to #ttai ſaifalth- | 
on ts fleſhly and finfull luſts. 1 believe we all think this in the na- 8 
ture of man as fallen full enough ; and the end wofull alſo. But to 
will and run t0 attain the knowledge of God,and peace, and righte- 
ouſneſs,and life with him, ſurely ſuch a thing as this ſprings nat 
from fallen nature onely,but hath ſome light,or knowledge of trath, 
#0 occaſion it, though happily abuſed, or impriſoned by ſome advan- 
cing their own wiſdom with it, Joh.1.4,5,9,10,11. Rom. 1. 18, 

19, 20, 21. Tet ſuch awilling and running may be found in naty- 
ral men, and how highly eſteemed ſoever by them, yet not aproved }| 

| of God, Luke 16.15. as to ſay when mens willing and running 

»  # to eitabliſh 4 righteouſneſs of their own by the works of the 
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Law, 


Tothe Cunrtsrian RunaDn x. 
Law, to get the righteouſneſs of God, Rom.9. 31,32. & 10.1,2,3. 
Or to get Chriſt and Faith in him , that they may believe He died 
for them, and is theirs, and they his , and ſhall have eternal life by 
him, if their willing and running for this , be either in and by the 
Traditions and Dotrines of men , Matt.15.8,9. Cr by their own 
wiſdom and ſtrength from a ſelf-principle to avoid the ſecond 
death,and get eternal life, 1 Sam.2.9. Ezek. 4.6,7. Joh. 1. 13- 
All Devotions, Converſions, Reformations, and Attainments got 
 inandby ſuch willing and running is but fleſhly and unprofitable, 
Joh. 3.6.and ſuch in their hopes prove either T{malites the ſeed of 
the bond-woman;or Edomites,that as profane Eſau that preferred 
« meſs of potrare before his birthright,or as thoſe boaſters,Pro. 30. 
: and wandring Stars and Clouds without water Jude. And howſa- 
ever in words they may aſcribe this their willing and running to the 
grace of God , to call it the effeft of his Almighty power , yet will 
not God juftifie them in it, nor can they obtain the Righteouſneſs of 
_ God by it , or yet are they any better than natural men, what ever 
they profeſs, Luke 18.9,14. 2 Cor.10.12,18. Bus 7 ſuppoſe this 
is not the willing and running that is meant in the ſirife, but there 
is a willing and running that is good and approved: Commanded, 
Ifai 1.19. 4nd required in all that render ſervice to God, Exod 35- 
5,21. 1 Chron.29.5. Profeſſed of the Saints. 1 Cor.9.24,26. 
which is wrought in the belief of the Goſpel, Rom.1.16, Pf11 3, 
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Tothe CunisTrIan READER 
in which every good endeavour is accepted , 2 Cor. 8, 12. and 
without which none come to the uſe of underſtanding, do obtain the 
Kingdom,Matth, II. 12. Now this willing and running ,as appears 
in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, i ſuch as firſt is produced by the rich 
and free mercie of God held forth in the death of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom.5.8,10. Tit. 3-45. And ſecondly , is carried on in depen- 
dance on God for his performance of the good he hath promiſed, 
Gal.5.5- And thirdly, ſeaſoned with ſubmisſion, and patience to 
wait 0 God for his performing of his promiſes, Heb.10.35,36. 
And fowrthly exerciſed in ſuch ways and means 4s God himſelf 
hath appointed and approved , I(ai 64.5. 1 Cor.2,9%" Tet the 0b- 
taining i not of him that thus willeth and runneth, nor i it in the 
power, or for the deſert of ſuch willing and running ; but of God 
his free gift , who freely firſt prevented by ſhewing mercy , and ſo 
effetted the will , and in the ſeries of his goodneſs both drew and 
anſwered : And if willing and running were underſtood and put in 
their right place, it would abate the firife , but I fear that Satan 
hath a more miſchievous deſign in raiſing the contention, and ca- 
ſting that foal Aſperſeon on believers : For he knoweth how deeply 
he hath overthrown us ; And how far we fell in our firſt Father, 


and how by reaſon thereof we are as we come forth from him, - 


blinde,deaf\, dead,in reſpett of Spiritual life,and favour,and Com- 
munion with God; ſo as we cap neither help our ſelves out of our 


miſery P 
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To the Cuntsrian Runapsks. 
miſery,nor take hold of help though wrought for us,and tendered 10 
ns by another. 
| And he knoweth, that the Son of God hath taken the nature of 
Mankinde,c was in that nature made under the 1 aw for them,and 
ſo died the death and wrought Redemption for them, that whoever 
believe in him might not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

And he knoweth that God hath immeaſurably filled Jeſus Chriſt 
with ſpirit inthe nature of Man, even for the rebellious , and that 
in certain mediums he thereby gives forth ſome Teſtimonies of his 

' goodneſs , and in the Goſpel a full Declaration : that men might 
believe and ſo turn in to him. 

And he knoweth that God through Chriſt, and for his ſake hath 
given to men an underſtanding above the beaſts of the earth , and 

* ſome light, that they might diſcern and attend the means,in which 
his goodneſs is teſtified and his Spirit working. 

And he knoweth that if ſuch mediums abide unclouded and un- 
perverted before them , and that if they according to the light gi- 
ven them , do in ſeeing ſee, and attend to that diſcovered in the 
means ; The grace diſcovered would enlighten their mindes, draw 


their attentions, and work willingneſs and deſires in their hearts to | 


receive, and God would convert and heal them. 

Therefore this enemy of Mankinde exerciſeth his malice in many 
wiles,to withdraw men from beholding and attending the truth,as 
L preſented in thoſe mediums, eſpecially in the Goſpel. And this he 


doth 
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To the CuntsrIan RuavDnai, 
doth ſometime like himſelf as an Angel of darkneſe,with preſents-. | 


tion of neces/ities, or worldly honours, and riches , or per . 
hut ſometime counterfeiting as if he were a1. Angel of li chr pretend- 
ing light, holineſs, and greater attainment, and for this cauſe hath 
his Miniſters appearing as Miniſtets of righteouſneſs, to oppoſe the 
Teſtimony of Chriſt, a: ſet forth in the plain ſayings of the Goſpel, 
& alſo in the extent of it : knowing if that be hid from men,the door 
of ſaving knowledge j: foundation of ſound repentance and faith, 
the medium to ſet their will at liberty , and make free to chooſe life 
is hidden from them, then they are liable to be taken in his ſnare 
and ſeducements. But that he's miſchievous end may not be ſeen, 
and that he may prevail to put men by attending to ſuch plain de- 
claration of the Goſpel, he will colour over his buſineſs with a pre- 
tence of magnifying free and particular zrace in @# more excellent 
way,and cry down the plain Teſtimony of the Goſpel if recerved in 
the plain import of the words.,as exalting the nature of Man,and at- 
tributing free-will thereto, to the derogation,or abating the honour 
of the grace of God, and þ ſcare men from attending that in which 
they might meet with life ,, For the preventing of which miſchie- 
vous deſign, and removing that falſe aſperſion caſt on the truth and 
lovers thereof. 1 have writ theſe enſuing lines which 1 deſire may 
be read, and the homelineſs of the ſiile cardened, but the thing® 
themſelves tried and received ſo far as they appear conſonant to the 
Teſtimony and ſayipgs of the Goſpel, and no farther : The Lord in 
mercy fill us: with the blesſing of the Goſpel and make us f one 
minde thertin, as proyeth t he Well-willer in Chriſt, 
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TREATISE 


About the will in Man; and what freedom 
_ ls inittoanythingrruly good, and 
whence that comes. 


es © 0c He great love of God to fallen mankinde in giving 
R W/his own Son to take the nature of man,yea nl the 
Se $4] publick man,and under the law,for,and in the room 
RD) of all men;and ſoto dye for them all, that firſt and 
accurſed Death, in which all mankinde had elſe for ever periſh- 
ed: And Gods being ſo well pleaſed with this Death of one 
for all that he hath raiſed,znd exalted him, and made him Lord 
of all , and given them all over into his difpoſe , and born wit- 
neſs of him, and ſet him forth in the Goſpel to be the propiti- 
ation for the ſins of the whole world , that whoſoever belic- 
yeth in him, may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and have eternal 
life z and that ſuch as when means are uſed rowards-them rebell 
willingly againſt bim,may be4uſtly judged by him. | 
. This 3s fully , and plainly recorded in Scripture,and declared 
as the ground and foundation of repentance, faith, love tg God 
' and menof preaching the Goſpel to all, of aſſerting the Relut- 
reion of all, and of Chriſt his judging all , as is plainin the 
Scripture;and hath thereby been clearly —_ by many. 
Yet by ſome, and ſuch alſo as arc in eſteem both for n—_ 
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ad podlineſs ; this truth i not onely oppoſed with many fub- 
witkics , cavils , and invertion Of abliudixies © faſten on it, bur 
even rhe Ulear comtHary Aﬀertion. x70 lay ; char God 
never loved all men; Chriſt did not dye for all men; he is not 
the propitiation for the ſins of the whole world of mankinde, 
calling rhele their nepations Truth, and the contrary athrmati- 
ors df thefibly Ghoſt, Error,and Hereſit;and although thebeſt 
ofelitm can finde but catnal w ,as miſrepotting the words 
they ſhould anſwer , wrong and cloudy ſtating the queſtion, 
mid plying queries , ſtholaftical flouriſhes , Khetorical chi- 
dings;fcoſhngs,pervertion,and wreſting of Scripture-layings; & 
not one plain ſaying of the holy Ghoſt, to avouch and coun- 
tenance their negatron' withafly bur ach expofitions , limitati- 
ons , and exceptions ; as tend as much to deny Gods creation 
of ll men by Chriſt his making all men righteous in the firſt 
lick man; that all. have ſmhed., that there is aty. cauſe 

, or door-of fot all men; That there is any real 
awth in dry hr PR toallmen _ = men are 
obliged to Fe, ſavi " thould 
live to hitn , ane ah hall a heaps judgement 
befote Kim nor have they m——_— refti .inthe Scrip- 
rr for theſe or amy of theſe than tor that which they deny; 1 
opt God will one day give them to ee, 8& ſo bring them from 
toacknowledging the truth,ahd for that cauſe I have 
thee Few lines, if it may beto remove one of their great 
pretended Numbles, in anſwer to a | en » which 
1s this , thatfuch as believe Feſus Chrift to have dyed4or 'all 
men doalfo therewith hold, tharmen havefree will by nature, 
#hd ſornagnifie thenarure of man, and free will in man, Dero- 
pacing thereby frotn'the honour of the vich , and free grace 


By- White teaſ@n,'0r learning this ſhould be raiſed 0 be a 
Wſucticof the belief of Chriſt his having dyod forall men, 


| I know 
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I know not , nor believe that any can ſhew , but I ſhall endea- 
vour to clear that part of oppoſed truth from giving any cauſe 
at all ; or having ſo much as any ſhew for ſuch an abſurdity to 
be caſt upon it,and I am ſure many believing the truth ry ka 
dered , And for the clearing the truth , and them , I defire that 
theſe four things may be conſidered , and what the Scripture 
ſaith of them may be believed. 

- 1. The diſtintion the Scripture holdeth forth between 
that which Feſws Chri#t as the publick man , diſtin from all 
other men , undertook to do, and hath done in his own perfon- 
al body with God for men , without reference to the know- 
ledge,will , or ating of other men, and as and while they were 
enemies : and that which as the publick man, by virtue of that 
donein his own bodie , being filled with power, authority , offi- 
ces, and ſpirit, he hath undertaken to do, doth, and will do;for, 
to, and in men, that they might know , will, a& , and enjoy the 
virtue and bleſſing of that he hath done in his own : 
- The firſt of theſe being done , perte, compleated , without the 
knowledge, will , or at of any other man in his undertaking, 
and Gods a nce , and whether men know , and believe iu, 
or not; yea,while they are enemies,and declared that men mi 
know, and ſo will, a&, and enjoy ; and ſo demonſtrates men 
nature , dead, encmies , and wanting both knowledge of , and 
will to any {piritual good before : the other eo be after done 
and where begun , yet not compleated fully ; till the viſible re- 
turn of Feſws Chrift in glorie.2.Cor.5.14,15,19,21,1 Pet.2. 
24-and 3, 18,Col. 1, 20, 21, and 1. Fohn 3. 1,2. which things 
having largely diſcourſed into Treatiſes now, publick I for- 
bear here , onely I mention this to ſhew , that the right under- 
ſtanding , and belicf of Feſus Chriſt-the free gift of God, and 
his death for all men , and that while enemies ; and his aſcen- 
ding to receive , and {end forth ſpirit in the Goſpel ro make” the 
fame known , that men might diſcern, believe , will and doth 
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wholl and d knowledge of , or free will in a 
man Loves tO that which is mb and POnnY good. 
And ſuch conceits of free will proceed from want of the right 
knowledge and belict of the death of Chriſt for all men ; And 
ſo I ſhall here onely enlarge inthe other three things follow- 

1. Whatwill, or free will in man is. J 

2: Whatdivers confiderations of men yet natural the Scrip- 
ture affordeth 

. When menare other , and more than natural, and what 
difference then. 

-1. The will of man , or mans will.is one of the faculties of 
the ſoul of aman ; The ſoul,as I conceive may be comprehend- 
cd in theſe three heads,w1i;, 

1+ The underſtanding, or minde of a man; by which he 
knoweth , diſcerneth,and judgeth of things , good or bad., true 
orfalſe ,real or imaginarie, and fo inventerh, or inferreth., all 
which may be called Reaſon. | 

"2% _ our of , man,that is his bent, _ inclination , lead- 
ing to elect and chuſe, or to reject and refuſe , with I 
| vx. reſolution , approving, or condemning rt 

judgement of the minde concerning things, good, or bad. 
113+ The affeRtions of love,joy, defire, &46. Which in a right 
-tempered foul follow the verdi@t of the underſtanding , and ſo 
the choiſe, or rejeftion of the will z But if the appetite , and 
ſenſual part get victory over the affeRions and fo lead the will, 
the ſoulis in a diſtemper, and it-is a troubleſome evil like that, 
Prov.30.22,23. 

So that without theſc three, there is not as I conceive a whole 
ſou], the will being as I conceive the middle part, to be go- 
yerned. by the underſtanding, and to govern. the affe&ions, 
that all may agrec in one; now the freedom of the will is, that 


hberty andtreeneſs it hath in it ſelf above any diſcoveries , ob-- 


jects, 
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jets, and proffers to incline to or from , to chuſe or rejeR, ac- 
cording to what the underſtanding diſcerneth , good , or bad 
without any force,or violence, to conſtrain it one way or other, 
without any neceſſitating enforcement , or band withholding, 
bur onely as that ſeen inthe objeR , and approved or diſa- 
proved by the judgement doth move , and lo far is, the will 
free ended ; and fo the heart,and minde make free and willing; 
and ſuch a free, ready & unconſtrained will,or willingneſs is free 
will indced, and ſofar the will is free in it ſelf, and fo account- 
ed in Scripture-language alſo Exod, 25.2.and 35.5,21,22.29% 
2 Cor. $59, 12. | 

Yet here is to be noted ; that diſcovery of objedts , giving 
forth of commands , and direCtions, laycth no conſtraint, or 
hindereth , bur that the will of ir ſelf iaclining is ſtillfree , and 
. accounted in the Scripture, Lev 1.3.and 19,5.and 22.19,26. 
Nor doth want of power 10 do, or. avoid, and fo accom- 
pliſh according to the purpoſe, inclination, and choice of the 
will , hinder the freedom of the will z But that the will may be 
free, and frecly willing ; when yet there is not power todo , or 
attain that which is willed , Matth.26,41.10h.21.18.Rom.7.18. 
So that freedom of will is one thing , and power of doing an- 
other, and ſo let us hold cloſe to our buſineſs in minding what 
is free will, and in what ſenſe the will is aid to be free , whe- 
ther in things that arc lawfull, or unJawfull , good or bad, 
that we miſtake not freedom: here for liberty , or Authority 
given of God, for he gives none to evil, nor for power of aCt- 
ing , which is another thing ; But for that freedom from con- 
ſtraint , or neceſſity , In which the will, as.it is a will doth, or 
may incline, and chuſe, or reject : more need not be laid of the 
will what it is. | 

2. But now it is meet to ponder, and rightly to conceive 
of man according to the divers , and manifold confiderations 
giver us of himby the Scripture; of which I ſhall point i 
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CER of man, as yet a natural man , and they are 
theſe. 

1. As God made him in his creation of him , when he made 
all menin one publick man , whom alfo he made male and fe- 
male, and called their names Adam. 

2. As man by cating the forbidden fruit , in finning made 
himſelf. | 

3. As man through the propitiation made by Jeſus Chriſt 
the ſecond publick man ; hath his natural life a time preſerved, 
and mercies extended. 

4. As by the virtue of the death , ſacrifice , and mediation 
of Elk? riſt, man hath ſome light, underſtanding , and dif- 
poſition given unto him,by Feſus Chriſt. 

5. As Feſus Chriſt doth by his Spirit , with ſome ſuperna- 
tural light, and motion, at ſome ſeaſons viſit a man, and touch 
his heart, ſtriving with him : and in all theſe conſiderations, 
we kave ſeveral things to acknowledge about the will of man, 
and the freedom of it. = 

I. In the firſt conſideration , we finde God made man up- 
right ,even in his ſoul according to his own Image, in righte- 
ouſneſs,and holineſs, Zcleſ.7. 29.Gen.1.26.Col.3.10.Eph. 4.24. 

Then was man indeed a living foul, and in honour , and 
had his. underſtanding clear to dilcern, the minde of God , in 
what appertained to man , and his will free , and at liberty jn it 
ſelf = by che command of God bound to the beſt ) to 
chule one way , or other ; and his affeftions ſuitable, no ſober 
man that I know denying ; and ſo, and then man Had freedom 
of will, to that which was natural good, and to that which was 
morally good , and to that which was ſpiritually good , and all 
had the. ſame in him, as ina Root out of which they were £0 
ſpring, and as in a publick man thar ſtood in their room , elſe 
they could not have loſt it in his fall,and loſs. 

- But for thoſe things that are ſmce mans fall called in Serip- 


ture þ 
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ture ſapernatural,and ſpiritual good , as the ſpiritual man; the 
Lord from heaven, the GO ſpirit, life from the dead ; re- 
miſſionof tins through the bloud of rhe Son of God, enjoying 


his cightcouſneſs union with him , and conformity to him in 
death, and reſurreRion, in his holineſs, priviledges , andglory, 
theſe things were unknown to the firſt 4daw mm his Innocen- 
J ; nor Tould rhey ſtand, or be in that firſt eſtate he was ing 
, theſe being no parr, nor priviledge of the firſt creation , that 
is nowovld , bat x new creation of things ne tO the (e- 
cond and ſpiritaal man; 1. Cor.15. 45.50 that of theſe heaven- 
ly, ſupernatural , and (piriraal good things , as they were not 
known, {o there coald bc in man no will , mach icfs free will 
tothem , and fo Adam, not having im conld not looke it; nor 
could we looſe ſuch free will in his fall , as we neve- had in him 
m his ſtanding ; ſo that thus far I hope none will G@y, we 
nifiethe 'nature of man; For that freedom he had his wiſh 
to nitwral , moral., and fpiritnal good, was not deferved., mor 
acquired by him ,but freely given, and wronghtinhim by 
God, whoſe the praiſe is ; But that which is indeed freedom of 
will,o that which is apernatural , and {paritnal good., he had 
not's and the knowledge of this will helpto underftand that 
which follows. | | 
'2./ Intheſfecond confideration/, as man by his abuſeof frac 
will , did in his rranſgreſfion make frimſelf ; he nor abiding a 
miphtinhonour , became likerhe'bcaſtrhar peritherh, .7 ſul. 49. 
12,20. His foul was not-annihthared, nomore thanthis/body;bur 
his underſtanding , will , and:affeRions he thad ftill z bur'the T- 
mage of God therein , thexyprightneſs and holineſs thereof was 
loſt; and many evil inventions Found by him and us, all in him; 
Eccleſ. 7. 29, Yea, he and we as far as could bein-a-publick one 
didinhim become fſinfull, and gnihty of dearh jand by virtue 
. "of Gods ſentence condemned, and inthar refpect dead, Rom.'s. 
3 12, 18. And bynature,-and according to this confideration, 


ſuch 
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ſuch-we” come forth from him : Roms. 5. 19. So that all men 
by nature, and as conſidered in Adam, and as come'forth from 
lim, inrcſpeR of all we receive from him, and ſo are, and haye 
by nature , are all ungodly ſinners, enemies to God ,void of 
judgemeat in that which was truly good , and therefore defti- 
rate of will , much more of freedom of willto it ; yea,dead in 
rreaſpaſſes and fins; Rem.3.9,19 and 5.6.and 6, Ephi2. 1,2. 
And. they that rightly believe Feſws Chriſt to: have dyed tor. 
all do thereinzand therewith belicve all to have been thus dead; 
2 Cor 5. 14+ And therefore , in reſpe& of any thing by gature, 
or from Adam wholly deſtitute of any freedom of will, to 
tharwhich is truly good much more deſtiture of any free will, 
' .rothat which is ſupernatural and ſpiritual good , which nature 
never had inthe firſt Adam , nor can have but by ſome higher, 
and more glorious grace, than was conferred on him in his firſt 
eſtate; So that ſure in afhrming this, is no cxaltation of nature, 
and ſuch as talk of free'will ,' to that is truly and ſpirityall 
good in-men by nature , muſt have it in man thus conſidered, 
or not at all. 

Objedt. But here I fear ſome , that with many words cry 
cownfree will in man to good by nature , will yer be offended 
at me 4s abaſing nature too much , and object againſt me that 
in 'Rom 2.14,15: That the Gentiles do by natare the things 
contained in the law ; &c. And ſhew the work , or effeR of t 
Law written in their heart 3; where if by nature they mean the 
nature of man, as from | Adam 3 and by the work of the Law 
written, oy mean the Law it ſelf as ſome do, and the bringing 
it infor ſuch an end,would argu ſuch a ſenſe to be meantt: hen 
and fo to this ObjeRtion I anſwer. 

Anſw. Though 1 reverence their learning and godlineſs, 
yet I reccive not their ſenſe of this place , becauſe I finde the 
word nature otherwiſe uſed ſometime, than for the nature of _ 
man ; and the nature of man in another conſideration _ 

itherto 


_- 
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hitherto ſet forth ; And I finde a great difference between the 
law and the work, or effe@ of the law in the heart; and the ta- 

ing the words here in ſuch a ſenſe , would contradi&t many, 
plain ſayings of Scripture For thoſe that underſtand not, Do no 

ood , are ungodly,and enemies to God , and by nature dead in 
treſpaſſes , and fins, have not the holy and righteous law writ- 
ten 1n their hearts ; nor do freely by their own nature the things 
contained in the law, which if they had , and did , then had 
they free will indeed by nature, yea, and which is more free- 
dom,and power of doing alſo; and this is ſtrange , that ſuch 
as cry down free will in words and accuſe others to hold it, 
ſhould by their own interprerations in doQtine ſo highly a- 
vouch, and teach it. 

Bur it is clear enough , if the Apoſtles buſineſs , and ſcope 
from chap. 1.16.to this chap.2.16.be well viewed , and under- 
ſtood : which was to ſet forth the goodneſs of God accord- 
ing to Goſpel teſtimanic , and the means he uſed for men to 
to know it z that believing they might be juſtified and ſanRi- 
fied by his grace , and the equity of his proceedings a- 

ainſt thoſe k 4: willingly ditobcy againſt goodneſs ſo made 
_ about making forth his knowledge he tels us of two me- 
"_ or wag xheb JF —— Pm " and by natural 
things crea ordere im manifeſting his power,good- 
629 th and giving them jinbare meaſure to know,and calling 


'. and moving to repentance, Row.1.19,20,2t.and 2.1,2,3,4+ 


and God teaching by theſe mediums z itis in reſpeR of thein-* 
tryments uſed, called the teaching of nature, or natures teach- 
ing : and the other is the book of Scriptures , which was not by 
nature, or natural mediums, but by a ſpiritual revelation from 
God ; ſo thelaw to and by Moſes ; and the Propheſics; and 
the Goſpel as now come forth 5 Rom 1.16,17.which ro whom- 
ſaever it comes, it brings more clear revelation of the minde of 
Gad than can be ſeen in nature,or thoſe viſible works of God in 

| C creation, 
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creation,and providence ; and it is not the enjoyment of greater, 
or leſfer Sons , but the yeilding up thereto , according to the 
light therein-youchſafed , be it more; or leſs, in which goodneſs 
is received :- again if we minde the Scripture, and man in the 
firſt conſideration; we ſhall finde; that man in his innocency had 
the Law, thatis the knowledge, and love of God , and man 
writin his heart; bur finning he loſt this, and became as the 
beaſts in that reſpet. Yet though man loſt his uprightneſs; 
God and his Law loſt not his authoriy ; man by the Law was 
as much obliged ſtill to know and love God and h's neighbour 
for-the grace he had conferred on him by creation , &c. And 
ſuch the force, power, and authority of God in this Law , that 
it entered into the heart of man,convincing him , as bound to 
it,and that it was his duty to adore God, and love man; though 
he had neither light , nor ſtrength , nor will to either ; yer ac- 
cording to what he onceived hinfelf rodo right, or ; 
his conſcience , or thoughts within would excuſe , or der 
and ſuch an effeR, or work of the Law, is more, or leſs in every 
mans conſcience,till he by cuſtom of ſigning,and hardning his 
heart be ſeared,8& (o paſt feeling, Rom 2.5.Epheſ. 4.18.fo that 
in all this is no ſuch commendation of the nature of man that he 
hath the Law writ in his heart,and ſo by nature doth the things 
ofthe Law , the contrary —__ ly teſtified in the firſt cha- 

,and in the beginning of this : But now for our underſtand- 
19g: what that Doing the things of the Law by thar light ex- 
tended by nature or natural mediums , even by ſuch as have no 
diſtin revelation of Chri# is, which is here ſpoken of. Iris 
needfull that we firſFreceive the Goſpel-teſtimonie ; that Chriſt 


dyed for all men, and cxtends by virtue of his death ſome light 


toall-, and ſo.confider man in ſome other conſideration , 
asfallenin the firſt Adem; namely as redeemed in the ſecond, 
and-as mercies and means are extended by -and through that 
{cond publick; man.cyen Feſws. Chriſt :- and thoſe _—_ made 

Qual 
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effeQual in him alſo by Feſ#s Chriſt : though for want of the 
Goſpel , and ſpiritual revelation he have no diſtint knowledge 
of this Feſws Chriſt : through whom he recciveth all this, and 
by whom he is now more accepted of God than ſuch as enjoy 

ole greater and ſpiritual means that give the diſtint know- 
ledge of Chri#t : and are not prevailed with thereby , as is to be 
ſeenin the example of Cornelius, AfF.10.1,4.,31,34,3 5-And the 
following part of this whole chapter, Row.2. So that in all this 
the grace of God ſhewn in greater,or ſmaller means, by ſpiritual, 
or natural mediums is magnified; but the nature of man, & that 
which of himſclf as AdemsSon he willeth,andDoth,is px pat 
and abaſed, as is evident hout chapter. 1.and 2.and 3. 

3. But now in the third conſideration of man,as Chri# : the 
ſecond and publick man hath in his ſtead, and for his fins dyed 
and fo wrought a redemption , and made a peace for him z and 
by - virtue thereof doth preſerve his life for a time , and in that 
time extenderl1 mercies and means to him that he might repent, 
Rom.2.4.and ſeek himz A#s.17.27.and live to him, 2 Cor.5.15: 
and (o participate of the.redemprion 8 peace. Here in this con- 
fideration of man, as his ſoul,and body 1s preſerved in the natu- 
ral life by Chriſt : Pſal.75.3.Col.1.16,17.Fohn 1.4,5. We have 
ſomething elſe to conſider about the will in man , being one of 
the faculties of the ſoul , of the ſout ſopreſerved:: For manin 
the former conſideration was ſo fallen and dead , that he was 
ſo ſhut out , that there was no liberty to him for any good to 
chuſe, nor yer for evil to chuſe or refuſe; for he was neceſſita- 
ted to it , and ſo his will wholly imbondaged , but now through 
this redemprion wrought by Chrift.: and grace given by God 
in him , and manifeſted through him z that neceſſity of periſh- 
ing, and impoſſibility of being ſaved ; that which ſtood croſs 

ainſt man in the mid-way between God and man,is removed, 
and that which held man captive is by Chri# captived, Col.2. 
14.Epheſ.2.13,16. and 4.8. and here is remiſſion of fins , and 
C 2 eternal 
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eternal life prepared for men, and given by God in Chri# : thar 
in ing him men might receive it , and this ſet forrh in the 
Goſpel, that men might chuſe life , Job.3-tety 48.13.30, 
39-1 Foh.5.11,12.50 that now the winter is paſt ; and here 
is good, _—_—_ good, to be chofen,, and liberty from God ts 
chuſcthe ſame; Dew. 30.19.F0h.6.27, 29. but yet naturEblind- 
_ Fan tleey and von is not moved Vole be ro chuſe 

is ſpiritual , unleſs ſotne fupernarutal Tight be giyen in- 
toit;Foh.r Rk now in natural things, ſuitable to the good 
and well-being of the narural life which is preferved by Chrift, 
the will is aſh herein (© preſerved by Chrift : as there is forme 
freedom in it touching natoralthings ;, and here I may fay; 
the will hath as much power, or freedom to chuſe, or refuſe, as 
the man hath light , or underſtanding to diſcern what is good, 
or eyil in things tending to the natural life; and this I gather 
from that change of expreſſion , where knowledge , and know- 
ing to chule , or refuſe are put one for another , 1/a.8.4. with 
Wert: t6.and ſoin, and abont things and ations natural , and 
humane, for the preſeryation , ſafety and well-being of the na- 
rural life, and ſuitable-profits, pleaſures, and honours, with that 
contrary thereto ; according to that which the underſtanding 
and minde ofa man, judgeth to be good or bad, beſt or worſt, 
the will of the natural man is free, and doth freely chuſe , or 
refuſe; Gen.6.2.and 11.3,6.and 13.9,10,11.Although through 
a deluded judgement ; he may be miſtaken in his choiſe, A.27. 
11,12,13.yea, and ja. oy want power to attain, and do, or 
toavoid all thar he chuteth , or refuſerh 5 which may befall in 
this to ſpiritual men alſo , Foh.21.18.ſo thatin fallen man that 
is yet natural , and of himſelf inclined , and imbondaged to his 
om tuine and harm (keis yet through the grace of God by 


...__ Chrift, opreſerved, rhar\ there is ſuch a freedom in his will a- 
.--- bourel ings'natural, 2s is faid the holding of which perſwaſion - 


trfnothing tothe exaltation of nature , no worth , no 
delert, 
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deſert, par, wer for ; but abaſeth ir, and magnifieth the 
grace , a mu r od in Chriffz to ſuch weak unwo 
ones , to whom in their diſtreſs he alſo ſo ſpeaketh, What wi 
thouthat I ſhould dounto thee , Matth.20.31.yer is this ffee- 
dom of will many ways abuſed by natural men to their harm. 
x Soene not knowing the grace of God through Chri# : that 
dyed for them and bought them, and fo preſerverh this freedom 
will in them,as they count their tongues their own, Pſal.12-4. 
ſo their will ,and this liberty , and freedom they finde in ieto 
be of themſelves, and fo whar they artain of things they chyſe 
and purſue , tending to furniſh their natural life ; they arrribute 
to themſelves; and fo ſacrifice ro their own witfdon, choile, 
endeavours, &c. And make idols thereof, which if they khew 
and believed the death of Chri#t , for all,with the ends and vir- 
tues thereof, they would not do; EJeb.28,2,6,1 7.Ha$:1.15y16, 
An evil that God warns his people to bewar© of , Dew8.1, 


12,14,17.Fer.9-23. | 
2- Some through the ſame Ignorance,and unbelief, yet find- 


| logs liberty of will, not knowing-whoſe.giftir is ,; antÞ20 


what end given, do yet in ſelf-love, and -defire of riches andho- 
nour,chufe that which to them apearcth the beſt ; and fo chuſe'a 
ſober,and'temperatc we of the creatures, and a civil and modeſt 
behaviour in converſe with men about them,and thew in a ſecret 
bypocrit pretend this temperance , ſobriety ; &c:.o be for 

, and to him, and (© challenge , and hope for heaven there- 
by, agrievous, and dangerous deceit , and of as wofull anifſue, 
Prov.14.12- and 16.25. and 21.2.and 30.12. And thisreproved 
in Gods 97 , Zach: 7.546. 

3. Some throughtolly , ferting the ſervant to ny 
their appetite, and ſenſe tro command their will , do-freely chule 
thoſe worſt things , and ways by which they lay Bars, and 
Blocks" in the way of their own converſion, and fo foreſtall. 

' theinſelves from-hearkning' to berter offers, when tendered do | 
Up 
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ſo'proyoke God to leaye them to ſuch folly as is folly in the 
eyes-of natural men z as to hire , or buy a farm before they ſee 
it, Luke 14.18. | | - 

Yet this freedom of will given by Chriſt, will ſerve to leave 
men that ſo abuſcit withour excule , ſeeing they were not ne- 
ceſlitated to chuſe the worſt , bur did it freely without con- 
ſraint,and ſuch as uſe it,but as they may z do avoid many rubs, 
and blocks from being in the way of their converſion; and yet 
in all this is no free will to that which is bats good ; nor 
any exalting of the nature of man , but the grace of God for 
that freedom thar is given. | 

.4- But to ed farther : to conſider man according to the 
fourth conſideration __ by virtue of the death,ſacrifice, 
and thediation of Feſws Chri# , there is by hum ſome light , un- 
derſtanding, and diſpoſition given into the ſoul,the minde,will, 
and -__—_—_ of man; yeacvery man that cometh into the 
world. 

Bur becauſe this will not be believed by ſome, but is queſti- 
oncd and denyed,it is much to produce ſome inſtances of Scri- 
pture,where the Spirit of truth affirmeth the ſame; that it ma 
appcar ”— rr true, Fob 1.4, 5,9. Feſus Chriſt is ſai 
to have lite in him , and that life in him to be the light of men 

(that whence 1ſſues that diſcoveric of the knowledge of the 
gopdneſs of God,and that life, mercy,&c. which men have,and 
might further enjoy)and the light ſhineth(nore ir, not onely to, 
but)in darkneſs(in the blind underſtandings,and mindes of men, 
and their ways)and the darkneſs comprehendeth it not(but then 
it follows that more means is uſed,and then'wverſ.g. He was the 
true light (namely from the beginning, as ſtill he# the light of 
the world, Fohn8.12) which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world;and,whar this lighr is,ſee, Prov.20.27.Theſpirit 
of mar. is the candle (or lamp )ot the Lord(which he hath given 
him,and (ct up and lighted in his heart)ſearching (and fo diſco- 


vering3 - 
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vering) all the inward of the belly, 8& this alſo is ayouch- 
ed by good Elihs, Fob. 32:8.there is a ſpiritin man, and thein 
TR of the Almighty giveth them underſtanding:and that 

is ſpirit, or light, and inclination, though in the ſoul , is nei- 
ther the ſoul northe body of man as from | Adam , but ſome 
infuſton by the means of Chriſt : appeareth , in that it is ſaid to 
be given of God, that men by.it might inquire after , and dif- 
cert! the goodneſs of God their maker , Fob.35. 10,11.and 
alſo thar1t is expreſt as a third thing diſtin .from ſoul! and 
body, Luke 1.46,47:1 Theſ.5.23.And let men call this whar 
they pleaſe it is ſuch a light underſtanding , and diſpoſition , as 
in which men are faid to-have cyes to {ce andears to hear , fo 
as they might diſcern between that which is morally good, 
and morally evil , and diſcern many of the attributes of God, 
and much of his minde in his'works, and word; yea and that 
— of =_ y—_ = —_— of the world,when it is 
brought to them if they cloſe not t ,& eares given them, 
and refuſe ro ule them to the end tor which they die given 
themand that is it they are reproved for,as is clear Gal.z.r. As 
28,27 Fer.5.21.EXek.:2.26. And hereby it is z that many 'na- 
tural men have ſo diſcerned,the being and attributes of God,in 
his works , and have been (o-inclined to many moral good 
ings, and diſapproved moral evils, which h- ſome of 
eſteem calls the Reliques of Gods Image left in Adam 
after the fall, and therein- unwittingly magnifie nature ; and af- 
ſcribe ſome light and freedom of will ro-it, and deny man to be 
dead in fin by the fall : yet the truth is, thoſe things are the 
fruit of that life in Chrsf, for men,and by him given in ta them, 
Fohn.1.3,4-5$-9410- 

' So that as manis thus conſidered he hath from Chrift ſuch 
lighr or ſpirit,as if heeded,and ſuffered would make his will free 
ro Scenes things , Exod.35.5,21,26.50 as in this reſpec, . 
there is given by Chriſt {0 much freedom as the will is -- — 

ff 
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ſtrained z but might chuſe the beſt, in reſpeR of moral good , or 
evil preſented _ it andin reſpe& of attending to, or with. 
drawing from the Goſpel , which atrended to , would work a 
better freedom,whence in their nor ſo chuling , they are uy 
cd, ( not with a neceſſitaus turning aſide,but) to have ch 
their awn ways , and that which God delighted not in, and 65. 
12, and 66. 3,4. Prov.1.29,31. And all this is no affirmation 
of free will in man by nature to that which is ſupernaturally, 
and ſpiritually good , for that it yet is not , nor of it ſelf can 
be , withqut ſome farther grace than here mentioned , though 
in right uſe of this ſhewn,even that might be met withall, Prov. 
$.32,36. Burthjs ſerveth Qill , ro abaſe mans nature as fallen, 
and 10 magnifie the grace of God in Chriſt ; and to aggravate 
the fipfulnels of evil chuſers of their own ways , yet this free- 
dam of will, though graciouſly given by Chriſt,to men for their 
good,is by mapy divers ways abuſcd to their greater harm, for. 
I, Somecyen when God appears,and the knowledge of God 
is tendered , and they diſcern the ſame, right, and good , and 
ight chuſe to behold the light, and attend the means of know- 
ledge tendered , in which they ſhould mcet with bleffing, yer 
becauſe it reproveth , and calleth off from ſome Idolatry , or 
uncleannels , or worldly luſts , which they exceedingly loves 
they without conſtraint do freely refuſe, to hearken to fich in- 
ſtruQions, and yield to ſuch afts of worſhip, and juſtice, mercy 
and priny , as Would hinder the ſatisfying of thoſe luſts , and 
2s freely chuſe the contrary which they might have refuſed, 
but would nay ,andin this their evil choiſe , they fay to the Al- 
mighty, Depart from us we will not the knowledge of thy 
ways z whence theſe are ſaid,to be the wicked indeed, Phil.3.18, 
19.2 Tim.3 4. J06b.21,14,15. 
2. Some when light and truth is extended , diſcovering the - 
vanity. of Idols,and talſe worſbip,and mens doctrines and ways, 
and the, goodneſs of truth., fo as they beginto'ſee what is right, 


and 
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and good , and like it, as good to be followed ; yet becauſe th 
love peace to thefleſh, and the approbation of man in autho- 
rity,and in fame for learning, and devotion; they- not by any ne- 
ccſhry or conſtraint , but willingly ſtick. to their commands 
and doGtrines, and refuſe to embrace the truth , that would en- 
danger to their diſpleaſure and reproach , Heſ.5.3,4-9,11. 
Fohn 5.44.and 12.42,43.whence that 71/a.51.12,13. Neither 
will this Plea help them , or be found true ; their wills were fo 
chained , they could not chuſe to accept the better part in this; 
they were for want of liberty , and freedom of will neceffitated 
to chuſe the worſe part herein , and whoever help them with 

this Plea, God will reprove it, 1ſais.1,4.Mic.2.7. 

3. Some there are , that for want of the right knowledge 
of Chriſt , having dyed for all,and the ends , and virtues of his 
deaxh ſtoop not to come in at that door , wherein they will be 
found no betrer than others,and chuſe not that efficacie of the 
death of Chriſt, that they might be quickned by him, yet make 
ſome uſe though a wrong one of this liberty , and freedom of 
will given them by Chriſt, and thar is this ; that being convinced 
of ſin, and their guiltineſs of it by the Law, and the wages. to 
be death , and fo terrified by the Law , with the apprehenfions 
of Gods anger and judgement, and ſo of hell , and believing the 
Law te be holy, juſt, and good , as indeed it is ; they ſer them- 
ſelves to the = . and chuſe to work ſorrow on their hearts 
for their ſins,and foro leave them , and to learn the ——— 
of thoſe rightcous affeions , and ſervices commanded by the 
Law hereby to get the righteouſneſs of God, and as by uſe, 
and cuſtom , they attain to fome inward frames , and prompt- 
neſs in duties ; they would from thence conclude themſelves 
alive to God, but finding wants,they will look to Chriſt , as one 
thar dycd: for (uch';«rthat ſo what is wanting in them, may be 
made up by him ; ; and being come to this, they truſt , there are 
Chriſts; they have faith , they are __ ,and have _ 

ee- 
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' free-will to that which is ſupernatural and ſpiritual good , but in 
this they are not wiſe, but farther off & unjuſtified ſtill, Cor. 10. 
7,11,12,13. Luke 18.11. Rom.7.9. and 9.33. and 10,1,2,3,4- 
Fob 9.39,33.And yetin this is ſomething that is worſe; for they 
yet not knowing that which is indeed ſupernatural and ſpiritual 
go0od,and ſo having as yet no freedom of will to chuſe that. Bur 
onely this freedom forementioned to that is morally good , and 
all the zeal , and exerciſe being an a& of their will thongh hetp- 
ed by. that freedom in it given by Chriſt to men; yet this 
now they call, ana of ſupernatural grace , and ſay, it is a be- 
, freedom of will to that which is ſpiriturally good , and 
. 4 ir was wrought in them by the free grace and the almighty, 
and unrefiſtable power of God , without which they ſay, they 
could not have had it. And they acknowledge it , the work of 
bis grace, as did the Phariſce; Luke 18.11.And of this a, and 
fruit-of their will, they make a = Idol, and myſteriouſly 
worſhip it, for from hence they fetch their knowledge , and on 
this they build their faith and hope , that they are cle, that 
Chriſt dycd for them ; that Chriſt is theirs,and they his,that the 
promiſes belong to them and that they ſhall have eternal life,, 
and can never fall away;& though they think and to others ſay, 
Chriſt is their foundation, nas 4 truth is, the firſt and bottom 
matter is the foundation , and that to them is this at pro- 
duced-by their will , without which they know not whether 
Chriſt dyed for them or no, fo that they build that perſwafion 
hereon alſa.; and hence is their aſſurance, &c. raiſed', though 
every Whit as. much deceived as =_ , Prov.30.12.Luke 18. 
11.Rev.3.17,18.2 Cor.10.12.And as high-thoughtcd of them- 
ſelves as they. , Prov.z0.13.1ſai 65.5. 

Yet do they blinde themſeves. and others from diſcerning- 
this , by carneſt , and zealous crying down all free-willin man 
to any {uch good as they have, as it there be any, it muſt needs 
be by- nature ; and ſo as perſuing others as magnifiers. of na- 
ture, 


[19] 


ture,and holding man hath free-will to that is ſpiritually good, 
therefore you may be ſure they are far from any ſuch thing : 
and yet all this while , they have no more but that freedom 


of will that is by Chrsft , givento all men , though not ſo to. 


work with, and build on, the Lord help ſuch as are ſnared with 
it out of this myſterious Deceit,that they may not be as thoſe, 
Prov.30.12,13.0r he, Luke 18.11.Lamentable it is , that ſo 
good , and gracious a gift = to man, ſhould be fo abuſed, 

t it will leave at laſt the abuſers excuſcleſs. 

5. But I willnow add, the laſt conſideration of the natu- 
ral man, and that is as Feſus Chriſt by the virtue of his death, 
ſacrifice, and mediation, doth by his ſpirit in, and according to 
the Goſpel , viſit and move the heart with ſome ſypernatural 
light , and motion at ſome ſeaſons ſtriving with };im ; that there 
are ſuch ſeaſons of gracious viſitations,and eſpecially where the 
Goſpel is plainly preached (& I need not in our Nation ſtretch 
my Aſſertion any farther)is evident; for the plain preaching of 
the Goſpel is it ſelf a gracious viſitation to a people , and the 
mean,yca the choiſe,if not the onely outward mean to enlighten 
mens mindes in,& make their wills free to chuſe ſpiritual good 
things, Luke 1 68,78,79.and 19.42,44. And Chriſt by his ſpi- 
rit is graciouſly preſent in ſuch miniſtration of the Goſpel, Prov. 
9.1,6. Matth, 28.20,whence it is called, a miniſtration of life, 
ſpirit, and righteouſneſs, 2 Cor.3.7,8,9. And yet moreover at 
ſome {ca{ons more than others, and ſometime to one, and ſome» 
time to another he doth more clearly , and forcibly viſit with 
ſome ſupernatural light and motion, diſcovering his gocdneſs 
to the heart , and moving it with convincement and alurement, 
ſo ſtriving with them by his ſpirit, as appears , Rev.3.20. 
1 Pet.2.12.Fohn 16.8,1z.And in {uch ſeafons, he is making the 
will free, laying grace and life before it , moving with loving 
- alurements , ſo as they might be free to chuſe, and have then 
an opportunitie to reccive that freedom , yea in one ſeaſon or 

D : \ ._ other, 
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other,beforc he leave ſtriving with them ; he takes off the yoke 
of thraldom , that there is ſo much freedom given to the will, 
(1 ſay not that they ſhall neceſſarily, & by conſtraint, bur that) 
they mighr in that ſeaſon, while his preſence is (o with them 
evenchule life ; yea ſpiritual good things, though mhy under- 
valuing it do not, as is evident, Hoſ.11 4.EJek.24.13.1ſa.5. 
1,4-I {ay not, this freedom wrought in the will of the natural 
man is abiding , or dwelling in him , but onely tha. it 1s given 
into his will at and in ſu.ch a ſeaſon of viſitation ; and yet-that 
this mercy of God givenin ſach ſeaſons is by many diverſly 
abuſed is too evident. | 

1. By ſome in awilling withdrawing , and turning aſide af- 
ter ſuch knowledge, and operations of truth given ; a feartull, 
and dangerous evil, Hoſ.11.1,4,7. EXek.24. 13. Prov.1.24. 

2. By. others, though not prevailed with to receive the love 
of the truth; to ſave, renew, and cleanſe them yer lifting up 
themſelyes to high conceits of themſelves as more excellent 
than others becauſe of ſuch vifits,ſhines, and motions,and even 
on that ground alſo boaſting of their enjoyments of free grace, 
and peculiar favour z a dangerous evil, Prov.30.13. Tad: 5.6. 
2 Theſ.2.10,11,12.the Lord give ſuch timely repentance. 

3. Yet laſtly that we may tully , and rightly underſtand this 
buſineſs, there is one thing more to be conſidered, namely, how 
long any is to be reckoned in the number of natural men , and 
that according to Scripture account is ; untill , by the grace of - 
God in Chri#t diſcovered , they be brought in to believe in 
Feſus Chriſt ; and then they are tomething elſe, and better than 
meer natural men , or till for a7 vans: in reliſting this grace 
they be left, and ſo given up, and reprobated of God , and then 
they be ſomething elle, bat worſe than meer natural men; the 


firſt of theſe have a begun freedom of will not onely xo chuſe 
ſpiritual good things , tor that they have already, bur alſo to 
purſue, abide in and follow after the ſame, which no meer na- 


tural 


j& {in &+- 
tural man hath ; and the latter have loſt that freedom they have 
before given them to moral good things, and attention'to me- 
diums for ſpiritual good ,'being void of judgement therein : and 
till men become one of theſe two ſorts, they, even all mien be- 
ſides, both rich and poor, wiſe and ſimple; learned and unlearn- 
ed, in offices eccleſiaſtical or civil, and out of office, within or 


without the pale of the profeſt Church; Jews or Gentiles, civil 


or deboyſt , idolatrous, ſuperſtitious , devout or profane, 
and ſcofters, meek or furious, chaſte or unchaſte, liberal or co- 
vetous, ec. They are all of them natural, and but natural men, 
untill as is (aid. 

I. That by the love, or grace of God in Chriſt , that dyed 
for ſinners, diſcerned, and believed, they be brought to deny; 
and diſown themſelves, their own fins, purpoſes, and ways, ſo 
as they believe on God in Chriſt , therein ; accepting this grace 
to ſave, comfort, renew, and guide them, the bent of their heart 
being ſet to depend on God, to enjoy, honour , and pleaſe him; 
waiting on him for preſervation, and eternal life , theſe-though 
men,and in a ſenſe natural men ſtill, As. 14.15.yet alſo indeed 
and in truth, they are ſomething elſe, more and better than na- 
tral men, even the Sons of God by faith, Gal.3.26. Born of 
God,Fohy 1.12,13.0t water,and the ſpirit, Fohn 3.3,5. By the 
grace, and ſpirit of God, in and by Chriſt, Rom.5.6,8, 10.Tir. 
3-4-5,6.1 Pet.1.21. Ando all that by the freeneſs of Gods 
love appearing in the death of Chriſt are brought to believe 
in Chrsft, and ſo have him, by his Word, and Spirit abiding in 
them,and they by faith,and love abiding in him; theſe all thete; 
whether babes, ſtrong men, or tathers, all are the ſons of God, 
members of Chr:ſt, and in ſome degree ſpiritual , yea though 
by reaſon of ſorne weakneſs, and oppotitions of fleſh,and world, 
ſome be more carnal than ſpiritual, Rom.7.14.1 Cor.1.2,3. SO 
that ſuch believers all and every one of them' have not  onely 
ſuch a freedom of will, as that they might chuſe that is goody 

D 3 according 
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according to their underſtanding in things natural and moral, 
and attention-to the outward mediums for ſpiritual good things 
and ſo. ſuch alight, or ſpirit, as God by Chriſt and for his ſake 
giveth to every one that cometh into the world , but they have 
received an oyntment from the holy One, even the word of 
grace,& therein the ſpirit of grace into their ſpirit,and ſo have a 
new heart , a new ſpirit z and ſo have nor onely that by which 
attending their will might be made free , or an opportunity in 
which they might have it, or ſuck a freedom onely in ſome ſpi- 
ritual viſir,that they might chuſe life and ſpiritual good things, 
but much more ; fre by the cleRion grace hath made in their 
hearts they have choſen hfe and ſpiritual good things , 1/ai 56, 
45-1 Theſ.2.13.2'Theſ.1.10. And now have in their heart by 
the operation of "God a begun freedom , nor onely to chuſe, 
yea and to will , but evenalſo ro do ſpiritual things , Phil.2.12, 
13. And it is bchoofull, and gainfull for them to walk out in 
this grace as they have received, Col.2.6. Phil.2.11,13. And 
inthis freedom they are differenced-from-all natural men, and 
much more from them that are worſe than natural : namely, 

2. Thoſe who by continual lifting up their own onderfiznd- 
ings thinking to be wiſe, and preferring their own thoughts, pur- 
poles; and luſts, before the receiving, and retaining the know- 
ledge, and teachings of God by natureor Scripture ro'turn at 
his reproof , but follow the deluſions of Satan, till they have 
cloſed their eyes , and ſtopped their ears , and hardened their 
hearts, in reſiſting the ſpirit, and blotring our. the light, which 
God by Chriſt had given them , and reliſted the truth decla- 
red, and the holy Ghoſt in his viſns,and ſtrifes therein, till 
they be Jeft and given up to Satan, and fo reprobated , and 
given up of God : theſe, and all, and every. of theſe , though 
in a ſenſe they be natural men ſtill; yet they are alſo ſome thin 
elſe, and more, and worſe than natural men, even the Sons of 
Belial,of the wicked onegthe ſeed of the Serpent empharically; 


the 
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the reprobate, and wicked indeed . that now cannot believe 
Prov:1.24,36: EXek.24.13. Fer.6.16,30. Gen.g.5,13. with 
1 Fohn 3-12. Rom.1. (8,28. John 12. 38,40. And theſe having 
loſtthar light they had, deſpited the ſpirit that would have gi- 
ven them more,and for that given up of God,they are not one-- 
ly deſtitute of all freedom of will to ſpiritual but even to nioral 
good , and ſet witha full reloluteneſs in their will to do the 
works of their father the devil, being void of all right judge- 
ment Fohn 8.41,44. Kom.1 24,28. Ard inthisthey are diffe-- 
renced not onely from believers, but from all other men, that 
are reckoned in the number of natural men: | 
And now having been fo large in opening this bufineſ(s , let 
all this be brought together , lctthe will be confidered;/as one: 
of the faculties of the foul ; and the freedom, for a libertie.not- 
from a command,or lawtullneſs, but) in it ſelf to'chuſe the one 
or the other in things proffered , let the things be confidered as' 
diſtin, natural, = moral, and ſpiritual, and of whar, and to 
which is ſpoken in any affirmation: let the natural man be con- 
ſidered as he was righteous, bur is fallen in and through 4- 
dam, and redemption wrought for him by Chriſt, and ſome 
light given him , & in ſome Ar on liberty and.opportunity for | 
more : and let thoſe born of God be confidered ag diſtin , and 
thoſe reprobared as excluded the better part. + And then Tam» 
ſ{waded , all that are not prejudicated through envie, and 
malice will confeſs that the heartie believing that Feſws Chriſt 
by the grace of God did dye, and give himſelf a ranſom for all-. 
men, and that God fo accepted this death of his for all, thar- 
he hath exalted him,and made him Lord,and Judge of all, and 
.. filled him withall fulneſs of grace and truth; to beſtow ; and 
- that if onedied for all , then were all dead,and-that he died for 
all, that thoſe that live ſhould nor live to themſelves, bur to 
him that died for them,and roſe again, that Feſus Chriſt is the- 
Saviour of the world, the propitiation for the fins.of the _—_ 
WOTtds. 
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world ; | that he is ſo diſplaicd, and ſer forth in the Goſpel that 
all men. might believe, and that ſuch as do indeed believe on 
him-ſhall not-periſh but have everlaſting life, this being the 
foundation of repentance and; faith, ;-the door to:come in tothe 
knowledge of God- and Chriſt :1 the ground of the faith, and 
certaintie of the reſurrefion of the. dead, and of the equitie and 
certaintic of Chriſt his Judging all men, and the ground and 
motive of true love to and men ;- that this dodrine , and 
thebelict and preaching of it, will lead no man to magnific the 
nature oft man as' from Adam, or to think that any man hath 
by nature free-will to moral, or ſpiritual good , yea or that any 
man that is but natural hath any freedom of will ro ſpiritual 
ood things, niuch les power to attain, and do, and we that be- 
ieve thus proteſt againſt it, 
But this we believe, as we are led to in the belief of this do- 
Arine, namely, That as Feſus Chri#t came into the woyld 
ro ſave ſinners, and that the world might be ſaved,1 Tim 1.15, 
Fobn 3.17. And uſeth means and ſends his Word to. that end 
that men might ſeek-him, repent, and belicvc, and ſo be ſaved, 
Adts.17.27.Rom.2.4 Fohn 1.7.and 5.24,34-Pſal.78.5 ,6,7,8. 
So he hath done that for men, and by virtue thereof doth 
that unto men by which in his operations they might repent 
and belicvc,and ſo be eternally ſaved, and if they be notitis not 
through mcer _—_— and neceſfitie, bur their willfullneſs 
ſo far, that their deſtruRion is of themſclves, not in or by the 
weakneſs or want of any thing done by Chri# , bur by their 
own willing diſobedience,rctuſal,and evil choiſe, Prov. 1.24,29, 
30-and 9.12.1ſa.5.2,6, Feri6.16,19. Hoſ.13:9.2 Theſ.2.10,11. 
And ſo from theſame doctrine, and theſe inftructions of it we 
believe as is ſaid. | 
x, That the natural life of man is by Chri#, preſerved for 
a time that he might repent. 5. 1 1 | 
2«' That by Chriſt : ſome; .means are uſed, ———— 
| vouch- 
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youchſafed to men for the ſame end ; tending toward Salyation. 
- . 3+ That ſome light diſpoſition or ſpirit is extended, and 
iven into men , by which they arc indued with ſome diſcern- 

that may be called an cyc to ſee, ancat to hear, that ſo in 
ſecing and hearing rw might underſtand what is naturally, 
and what morally good , and what of God is declared to them 
in his works and word about his cternal being , and God-head, 
his wiſdom, power, juſtice, truth, and his love, and kindneſs to 
man-ward,and what he hath done for them, and how he looks, 
and calls for their return to him , and what in mercic he ſtands 
readie to confer upon them in their return; according to his 
diſcoverie they may ſce; and with this diſcerning ſuch a ſuita- 
| blelibertic,or freedom in their will is alſo given them by Chrift, 
that they might chuſe and ſee in ſecing , and fo to view and in- 
cline, and chuſe to ſeek, and yield to that which is naturally, 
and morally good, and to attend that word, and thoſe means 
in which ſpiritual good things are declared and tendered to 
them,and in which attention to them they ſhould meet with that 
which would inlighen their mindes, and give ſo much freedom 
totheir wills, as that they might chuſe that which is ſpiritually 
good , which yet is wanting to them. 

4+ That Feſus Chriſt , by his Goſpel where it comes, and by 
his Spirit therein, at ſome ſeaſons, doth cven lay meat before 
them and (© far take off the yoke of thraldom that by his 0- 

ations in ſuch ſeaſons they might chuſe life z and then is this 

eedom alſo given them,which becauſe they accept it not, & ſo 
uſe it not inthat ſeaſon to chule life as they might, it abides not 
inthem, and ſo they cannot be ſaid-to hayeir, but as comi 
* in that ſeaſon, and paſſing , becauſe it was not laid hold on in 
that ſcaſon, and well uſe 
And all this being the free gift of God by virtue of the death 

of Chriſt,to unworthy men, and a fruit of his love, and kindneſs 
to.man-ward, it magnifies not at all mans nature,as in and om 
—__ Adam, 
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Adam , nor affordeth any praiſe to man ; but fets forth till the 
glory of the rich grace, and bounty of God to unworthy man, 
tad hom are ſtill more obliged to God for this helpful- 
nels afforded, and to Chriſt the ſpiritual man, by virtue of whoſe 
death and' ſacrifice , this alſo is'extended, being a fruit thereof 
and it ſeryes much more to abaſe corrupt and fallen man , and 
to aggravate his ſin and folly , that being in miſeric, and life 
tendered him by a Redeemer, and ſuch help given him that he 
might incline to hear, and attend 'to the means he uſerh, who 
would fave him erernally,and yet men willingly to cloſc,orrefuſe 
to uſe the cye he hath given them, and to chuſe to follow lying 
vanities, and ſo forſake their own mercies, rejeRing the Lord of 
life, Oh , great ingratitude, and incxcuſable follic. 

Asfor the freedom of will in unfcigned believers though it 
be bur in 'wobl yet confeſſed by us all that believe in Chrif, 
F will here ſay no more to that,and for them that for willing re- 
mom. Fay Spirit till they be given up of God and reprobated ; 
thar they are hardened, and totally deſtitute of any freedom 
of will, or- poſſibilitie thereto in things truly and ſpiritually 
good. ſuppoſe there is inthis no difference among us that be- 
ieye in Chriſt. | 

Burabout natural men,not yet born from above,nor wholl 
overcome by Sytan and fo given up, and reprobated by God; 
bur yet in their natural eftate z of theſe is the queſtion, and con- 
cerning theſe, the queſtion is not of free-will ro God by na- 
ture, oras we come of, Adam, for that is denied by us all that 
believe in Chriſt ; nor is the queſtion of free-will in man to 
things ſupernaturally and ſpiritually good ; for that is denicd 
to be in, or have any abiding in natural men, while they remain 
onely natural ; but the queſtion is , of a freedom procured , and ' 
given into h\ewill of man by Feſ#s Chriſt , in which ſo much 
. hberty is given into the will of man , that according to the de- 

clarations , and tenders made in things naturally and — 
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| good, and the declaration off Gods love to mankinde , in his 

works, and in his word, the mediums to diſcover {u 

and ſpiritual good things when attended to , and ed; he 

| might incline to , and chuſe to minde, attend to , and imbrace 
if 


ſuch natural and moral good , and ſuch outward mediums for 
ſpiritual good as are 'ſet before him, in which is attendance to 
better freedom , which in ſuch attention ſhould be met 
with z of this and this onely is the queſtion, and the affirmative 
T have teſtified to, in ſuch a ſenſe and fo far as is affirmed in 
the four laſt mentioned particulars : and I ſuppoſe fully and 
clearly proved in the Scriptures fore-cited in the three laſt of 
the five conſiderations of the natural man : And yet for more 
ſatisfaCtion I will inſtance proofs more diſtinRly. 
1 Proof. The Apoſtle profeſſeth that the word of faith which 
yy , and that which the righteouſneſs of faith ſaith, 
nd which Moſes ſpake , is the word that is nigh thee in thy 
mouth , and in thy heart, and that nighneſs , and being in thee, 


the teſtimonic of the word it ſelf : now this word whuch they 


preached was neither Adam, nor Adam-like, and natural thi 
nor a Law of works , but the word made fleſh , the Lord Feſws 
Chriſt , and remiſſion of fins, and life in him , to be received 
believing , and teſtified by confeſſion ; and this ward faith he, 
is not (o far out of fight and reach bur it is very nigh thee in 
thy heart (that thou maieſt believe ) In thy mouth that thou 
maieſt confeſs, as is evident z compare Kem.10.4,10.with Dewt- 
30.11,15. Avd upon this ground , Moſes profeſſeth to have 
ſer life before them,and exhorts them to chulc life verſe. 15,19. 
Surely this teſtimonie is true,in ſome plain and full ſenſe ; with- 
out wreſting dominition , or addition , and it cannot hold forth 
leſs than what is before affirmed in the laſt four fore-menti- 
oned particulars. 
To take it in ſuch a fantaſtical ſenſe as if the perſonal body 
of Chriſt were in us, and dying, rifing and aſcending inus, is 
E 2 © contrary 
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y to the whole teſtimonie of Scripture and the founda- 
tion of our faith, and the drift of the place it ſelf. _ 

To take Nighand In for his ſpiritual in-being in the hearts of 
believers by his word and Spirit , and the riches of the myſteric 
in forgiveneſs, righteouſneſs, &c. By and in which manner , he 
is in believers the hope of glorie , is againſt Scripture, which 
makes that peculiar to believers, and againſt the place it ſelf, 
which affirms this nighneſs, not becauſe, but that men might 
believe; Yet ſurea truth there is in the affirmation, and that 
in a full, and plain ſenſe, whether : 

1. We takeſin]for, for, as it will well bear and ſignifie, and 
is ſometime ſo uſed , yet then the firſt word Nigh implics a re- 
demption for man , and made known and fit , and'this implies 
N will to him , and ſo for him , and he ſo far made capable 
that he might ſo attend thar he mighr believe, or : 

2. It wetake [Infor in, or within,as being added to Nigh,it 
ſeems to be taken, then we muſt takef InJtor ſuch a'being in a! 
may be in an unbeliever that he might believe ; and that canbe 
no lefs than by virtue of his propitiation made, and mediation 
continued,extending ſuch mercie and light into men;as through 
him they live , and move , and have underſtanding above the 
beaſts; and ſo an eye to diſcern', and ſuch motion in their will, 
that om his renders of life in the means they might chuſe to 
behold and attend to him in them, and then though they have 
no power to ſaye themſelves, yet he would ſave them,1ſai 45.22. 
And both theſe ſenſes are true, and anſwer to the words ful- 
ly and plainly,and leſs than both theſe cannor be raken,wirthout 
injuric to the words : and he that denieth this preacherh not 
the Goſpel the Apoſtle preached,but runs at an uncertain; and 
this holds forth as much as I have affirmed. 

2. Proof. Itis affirmed plainly in the Scripture , that Feſus 
Chri# lighteth every man that cometh into the world , Fohn 
1.9.and ſo that there is a ſpirit in man, gc, Prove20,27.Fob 32. 
8. and 
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8. and 35.10,11. and that they have eyes , and ears that they 
might {ce , and hear, though they refuſe in ſecing to ſee, oc. 
the wonders 'in the works and word.of God, Fer.5.21. as is 
before ſhewn ; and this is as much as Thave affirmed. + + * 

3. Proof. The Lord calleth upon men to look to him, to 
hear his voice , to underſtand, to turn at his reproof, to repent, 
to belicyc, to chulc life, &c. 1ſas 42.1. and 45.22. Prov.$.47. 


and 1.23. AG#s 2.38. and 16.31. Deut.30.15,19. If any ſay 
- that ſuch exhortations imply not power in the exhorted to turn; 


&Fc. I anſwer, I ſay not that it doth , but implies power and will 


in the exhorter, he being the Lord, and a capacity given by him 
tothe exhorted., to hear and ſee, and underiart, and fo ro 


attend and incline , which if they do, according to what'they 


' may by his gift , he will add mote,and ſave as his word affurcs 3 


a wicked: ſervant he is thar faith , the Lord gathers where he 
hathnot ſown, &c. If any ſay , they ſay not God doth {o , for 
he gave them power \in Adaws , which [they have loſt , and he 
may juſtly require that of them he once gave them power for + 
I anſwer, he gave power to Adam,toas much as the Lay of ten 
words requires ; and that power he loſt;and this Law ſerves to 
diſcover lin , and ſentence'to death , which uſe was not for. A- 

dam in his innocency; and I hope ſuck as know the: Goſpel, 
know that Chriſt will judge according to it, himſelt having been 
j ; for us according to the Ro jonT'y 54 _—_ 
ledge fin, repent,and believe in Chrs o chulſc life, that. way 
_ — yy in his CR_—_ fo not loſt by him, and 

ſo asthe firſt power men never had in themſelves, though-in 
Adam ; {o this they never had in him z and if God graciouſly. 
give not forth ſome power , in which men might look ro , and 

receive his power , he ſhould require of men abſolute impolh- 

bilicies ; and then his yoke were nor caſte , but in Goſpel decla- 
rations he gives that by which men might hear ; thejend of his 
declaring &.calling being that men might repent — 

3 '6 
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Fohn5.24, and 34. which will evidence as much as I have af- 
firmed. 


4. Proof. God every way by his word, cleares himſelf from 
de Sen: | pang dy Wa, i 
raking in their death , EJet.33.11. or tempting them to evi 
Fam.1.12.0rin want 26 means uſed Ne their good that 
may ſtand with his wiſdom and holineſs, and expreſſeth- his 
heart for their coverſion,, and appealeth ro their conſcience, 
what could haye been done more that he hath not done, 1ſas + 
5.2,6. which had been eaſily anſwered , if he had not done as 
much for,and in them , as I w=_ afhrmed. 

5. Proof. God that is mercifull,wiſe,and holy,will not look 
for that in his creatures for which he never gave them any pow- 
er or fitneſs, or means by which it might be brought abour , he 
would not look down heaven upon the ſons of men-to 
ſee if they did underſtand,g+c. If he had done nothing for them 
by which they might underſtand, gc. Pal. 4.2,3- nor would 
he look for fruits; if he had not done that by which fruits 

ight have been broughe forth , 1ſas 5.3,4. which could be nd 
heGthen I have affirmed. a 

6, Proof. God in convincing , reproving, and condemni 
men as inners inthis r C - ak chem neither mdheldes 
fall, nor weakneſs, and inability in that ſenſc,but with willful- 
neſs, and groſs or rejeing his word, Prov.1.2429,30, 
Ezek.24.13. And ſaith nor, they were chained in , or neccflita- 
t ke 94 choſe wa" pos w_ Iſai ig. And are in. this 
fooli ing-eyes and {ce not, Fer.5.21.whzh argues as. much 
as 1 have by a x 

7. Proof. The convinced, that are convinced by the holy 
Ghoſt, ſhall experiment and acknowledge as much , when the 
ſhall ſee it their ſin, that they have not believed in Chreſt,whic 
conldnovbe, if there were nothing in. Chriſt ;, for them-ro-be- 
leve in him for,nor that done by Chrifl,to them,by gc: -4 
might 
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ight have believed , Fohn 16.8,9, which proves as much 
7] affirmed. . - 

8. Proof. The complaint or reproof of, or lamentation for 
the foel, Prov. 17.16. wherefore is there a price put in the hand 
of a fool , ſeeing he hath no heart. There is a price and the 

rice is put in his hand, and he values and loves it not, and 
rein he is a-fool ; not that he hath no cyes, or ears, or hand, 
and ſo cannot ſee, or hear, or receive ; but that he having theſe 
negleas to uſe them , when ſo good occaſion is given, not that 
there is no price for him , or that it is far out of his reach, but 
the price is put 1n his hand , and he wants wiſdom , or a heart to 
ſet\uch price on it as to part with his luſt , &c. For itis this is 
folly , Fer.5 .21.Hoſ.1 1. 3,47. And this alſo carries forth as 
much as I have affirmed. 

9. m__ And to come to right reaſon , ſubdued to, and or- 
dered by the word of God, this affirmed tends more to the glo- 
ry of God and the abaſement , and good of men, than that opi- 
nion that denicth this , let them be weighed together. 


That all the preſervation of mans life is by- virtue- of the- 


death of Chri#, and that God hath provided life for them- in 
Chri#t , and that he uſeth means to bring them'to the know- 
ledge of it z and that he gives them an underſtanding that they 


might diſcern his goodneſs in thoſe means, and that he gives - 


ſo much freedom to them that they might incline to atrend 
thoſe means and ſo look to him , and turn at his __— z and 
that in (o wang and turning he will give them ſupernatural 
and ſpiritual light, and fave them ; that they for all this ,,not 
minding his goodnels , nor turning to him , he ſhould not onely 
forbear tumbling them down into deſtruQion , bur alſo ſtrive 
with more means and more force of ſpirit;ſo ſtretching forth his 


hand as to remove the yoke from their jaws agiIge will 


in ſome- ſcaſons at ſuch liberty that they might chule life, and 
he in ſuch ſcaſons alſo laying-mcat before them: and os 
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them, what ſaith all this to us , doth it not ſay that God is infi- 
nit in love,wiſdom,and mercy,to give ſuch a Saviour by whom 


ſuch mercie is procured? that his love, and bounty ro mankinde, 


ea his-parience , forbearance, and long ſuffering is very great * 
the revelation of his minde, that all might be rethvety tact 
and doth it not-fay likwiſe that God is juſt , and righteous, and 
his ways <qual in condemning ſuch for and to whom' he hath 
done ſo much?and they ſo willingly rebell againſt him, 8 refuſe 
ſuch ſalvation doth it not alfo ſpeak forth the truth of Gods 
. words , that he wills not the death of the wicked that dyeth, 
but rather that he turn, and live * and that thoſe that periſh, do 
forſake their own mercies , looſe their own ſouls , and in their 
, calamity,cat the fruit of their own ways* and for ſuch as believe; 
they may herein ſce all the mercies they have from firſt to 
laſt , the free gift of God by Chrift , and doth not this ſay like- 
wiſe , that men were wholly loſt , corrupt , and dead , that by 
Chriſt areſtoration is wrought , and mercy extended * that they 
are bcholding to him , and his bloud and ſpirit for all the good 
motions that come to them ? that he having ſo freely dyed for 
them and now doing ſo much to them, it is their own fault, 
and a foul, and inexcuſable fault, that they remain impenitent, 
unbelieving , and diſobedient 2 yea and ſpeaketh not this alſo 
for the good of man , of believers to preach the Goſpel , and 
therein to uſe reproofs, and exhortations, ſecing that they m 
ſpeak to men in their own language , in a tongue that God gt- 
veth men to underſtand ? and it ſpeaks good for others to en- 
courage men to hearken to the word of God , and atrend&to his 
Ordinances,and yield up to his teachings, and motions, accord- 
ing to the light and ſtrength vouchſafed , and to watch to all 

nities, and lay hold on the ſeaſons of Gods vifitations 
ſeeing he is nigh to them therein, and much bleſſing to be mer 


within them , and great danger in negleing them : yea, yer _ 


again ;' this truth aboyr ſo much grace extended by God' to 


men 


At. 
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men ,would if believed, free men from thoſe evil thoughts of 
God , as that !:is will is the prime cauſe of moſt mens deſtru- 
Cion that he ſends Goſpel, and uſeth means, and proclaims 
loye to men,and calls them to repent, bur neither intends good 
to them , nor gives them any power or freedom by which the 

might come to repentance yea it would free them from thoſe 
vain excuſings of themſelyes ; when they negle& to hear the 
Word,to attend the Ordinances of God,to ſhew mercy to men, 
or to forbear ſuch evil courſes as they run into , by pleading, 
we have no power of our ſelves , and God hath given us none, 
and were it his will, we ſhould do theſe things, and repent, gc. 
He would not onely uſe outward means , and put in a motion, 
but overcome us with an almighty , and unreſiſtable power, 
and till he ſo do, we had as good fit ſtill as ſtrive to no pur- 
poſe, we are blinde , and deaf, and dead,and nothing , itis God 
that doth all ; therefore the blame is not ours, from all which 
unſavorie ſtuff this truth believed would free ; yea it would alſo 
free from the conceits of harſhneſs , and comradictions in the 
ſayings of the Goſpel, and from murmuring againſt God ; all 
W ich the contrary opinion lead to. But I have yet heard ſome 
ſay , that this opinion of Gods extending ſuch grace to natu- 
ral men, that they might believe, it doth magnifie ſome men as 
berter than others, that is,ſuch as by ſuch light and means are 
brought into believe , when others by the ſame were not; and 
tothis I anſwer , that ſome are brought in by ſuch means as 
others are not ; and thar it is the faulr of them which are nor, 
and by that fault they become worſe , is true , elſe how ſhall 
that be righteous judgement when one ſhall be produced a- 
gainſt another in judgement , Matth. 10.15.and 11.22, and 12. 
41,42. And that he that believes is better than he that did nor 
is true , but that any betterneſs in himſelf made him a believer 
is falſe, but by grace, he is better in believing : this may be 1l- 


© luſtrated by a compariſion though all are too ſcant for ſpiritual 
things; ſuppoſe two men by their own folly become blinde 


F deaf 
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deaf,dumb,and ſo dead ; here is both their fin and their miſery; 
If one carry good things to them , to ſee, hear, &c. They are 
both alike unworthy , and unable,bur if one be helpt with hr, 
hearing, &c. and the other not,and then bcth called, if he that 
hath his ſight, &c. behold not, it is his fin; bur the other, it is 
not his ſin,but his miſery;if both have ſight, hearing. &c. given, 
here is grace alike to alike unworthy,if both be called , and they 
heed not to fee, hear,gc. both are faulty alike ; but now if the 
call be continued , and greater diſcovery of good things made, 
and by the excellencie of the grace and riches diſoyered , one 
be drawn to behold , and minde that he ſceth, and heareth , and 
ſo come to receive thoſe free offers , and the other willing! 
cloſe his cyecs, and mr his cars, and ſo refulc, and be panihed, 
here is free grace to the one that deſerved no more than the 
others yea grace more obliging him ſtill, and here is equal, 
and \ niſhment to the other , who is willingly now become 
worle , ſo that man is no way exalted in this : and indeed when 
and whoſocver God hardens, blindes , and reprobates , he doth 
it equally in rightcouſneſs , judicially , and juſtly , when ,and 
after he hath given eyes, and cars, to ſec, and hear , and touch- 
ed the heart , and then called, and they cloſed their eyes , and 
ears, and hardened their hearts till God left them , as is ſhewn 
in opening the particulars of the truth affirmed , in all which it 
appears to tend to the abafing of man by nature, and the glo- 
rifying Gods grace : But yet to clear the bufineſs, I ſhall endea- 
your to anſwer ſome ſcruples, and objeRions , that ſome think 
the Scripture occaſions to be made againſt it, 1 Cor.2.9,14.Eyc 
hath not ſeen, ec. The natural man receiveth nor the things 
of the Spirit of God, &c. Neither can he know them, 

Anſ. This is wholly and verily truc , and there is nothing in 
the afhrmation that doth ſo much as ſeem to unſay any part 
or word of theſe verſes, for here is not expreſt thoſe things that 
God hath done for the ſons of men,in creating of them nghte- 
ous, in giving his Son to dye for them, when fallen , in promiſe- 
| 10g 
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ing remiſſion of fins to ſuch as repent and believe in his Son, 

in calling,and uſing means : that men might repenr,and believe; 

in ſtretching our his hand by his Spirit , working in them, that 
they might believe, and promiſing great happineſs to them be- 

lic ing ; theſe are the things to be {et before all men, and God 
oiyes them eyes that they might {ce,& in diſcoyerie do ſee, 
though they will not ſee,that 1s,uſe theic ſight, Matth.13. 14,15. 
And it is not the will of God , though the Goſpel , and grace 

of God,and houſe of God be ſhewn themzif they be not by that 
{ight,and grace ſeen, humbled, and converted that they ſhould 

ſce within the excellencies of the houſe, and kingdom of God, 
EXek.43-10,11. the Prophet muſt firſt ſhew the houſe. to the 

| childrenof 1/rael that they may be aſhamed and repent , &c« 
, and if by that fight they be aſhamed, then thew them the ex- 
_,/cellencies,&c.And ſo our Saviour ſaith, Except a man be born 
'/ of water, and the ſpirit,he cannot enter into (and ſo not ſee) the 
the kingdom of God in the excellencies thereof, and it is no 
where affirmed,that the natural man hath given him,while he re- 
mains natural,cither diſcerning,or freedom of will to chuſe ſuch 
ſupernatural and ſpiritual things as theſe ; yeathe believers dif- 
cerning of theſe , is bur in a little meaſure in reſpeR of what is 
in them, they being ſuch things as are not yet fully givento 
' them by way of polleſſion,bur prepared and laid up for,8 fo to 
| be waitedfor $; thoſe that love, and wait for Teſts asS1 Fobn 
* 3.1,2. Tit 2. 13. All which agreeth with , and confirmeth what 
I have affirmed, Foh.15.4,5. without me ye can do nothing. 
Anſ. This is allo yery true, and there is nothing in what I 

| have affirmed crols to this for all that which is given into the 
minde , or will of a natural man, to fit him to attend, and yield 

' to thoſe means Chriſt uſeth to him for good, is affirmed to be 
the work of his own grace;and fo this ſaying is a caveat to hum- 

| blethem, and that they may not think to help themſclyes by 
the mountain he hata made them;but knowin their imbeciliry 

uſe rightly what they haye, to abide (till looking to him , and 

F 2 waiting 
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waiting on him , toperfe& all that concerns them , and fo re- 
ceiving , and yielding up ſtill to his inſtructions , and motions, 
that ſo his word may abide in them , and they in this grace of 
his ; ſuitable ro that is ſaid , Rom.1o 8,9,10. with 1 Fohn 3.5. 
Though they here ſpoken to were more than meer natural men 
to whom yet even this caveat and inſtrution was needfull ; 
fo that this agreeth with that I have affirmed, & inſtruRerh and 
preſſeth to the right uſe thereof, Rom.9.16. It is not of him that 
willeth,nor of him that runneth,but of God that ſheweth mercy. 
Anſ. A gn. truth, and bleſſed inftruRion , and nothing, 

in it crofling any ing in the affirmation I have made , and ſet 
down : the people of whom Mofes ſpake , and for whom he in- 
terceded , God had ſhewed mercie to already , ſaved them our 
of: Egypt , and through the ſea,and ſet his promiſes before them 
of bringing them into Canaan ; and they had heard his voice, 
feen his miracles,&c.And God had done as much for them,as I 
have affirmed,done'to,and in natural men,and becauſe they con- 
tinued not _ his word , and ſetting their hearts to his 
wonders ſhewn,as they ought, and might ; therefore God gave 
them not that,which I have all the way affirmed, peculiar to be- 
lievers, a heart to- perceive, and eyes to ſee,and ears to hear the 
myſteries of God,that in ſpirituals they might follow him. , and 
that Moſes that affirms the former given them, and from thence 
exhortsthem , Deut.4.and 6.and 7.and 10.Doth yer affirm this 
not-giver-them of God, as yet, Dewt.29.4. and that ſure not to 
excuſe their fin., and lay the blame on God , bur to aggravarc 
their ſin, andrebellion to be very great, innot ſecing and heed- 
ing what: they faw,g&c. Elſe ſure the mercifull God that had 
done ſo-much for thiem., and promiſed ſo much to them freely, 
would have given them ſuch an heart before now,ſo that it was 
they had not that gift , even-as it was the fin of thoſe , Fohn 

16.8.9. _y had not believed; though faith be the gitt of God 
Epheſ-2.8. And thus thoſe that had-received much mercy , di 

ſagrovoke-God, that he might juſtly forbear to ſhew them any 
. farther. 


POY 


| 


4 , 
po 


[37] 


farther mercy , but have conſumed them all , but yet he would 


j 


not, but to whom he pleaſed of them to ſhew mercy,and be gra- 
cious to them he would , and who they were and are , he hath: 
ſhewn, even them that are humbled by this his reproof,and fo 
forſake their own thoughts , or purpoles,and ways; and by the 
diſcoverics of his goodneſs turn to him, Fer. 18.1,7,8.Pſal.s 5.- 
7. Andthis to be the meaning of God, and Moſes is evident by 
the whole ſcope of Dewteronomy,and this,29.8 the 30. chapter, 
which clſe had been in vain and to no purpoſe to ſuch a people. 

ao note the things of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks,in making 
uſe of that ſaying of the Lord in Moſes writings ; and they ap- 

ar £0 be ſupernatural and fpiritual things,as the new birt ike 
birth effeed by the promiſe, and ſo the appearance,cfficacy,and 
elcion of grace therein:and ſo of the communication,of remi{- 
ſton of ſins, juſtification, righteouſneſs, peace, &c.verſ.8. Such as 
the diſcerning of, and freedom of will inchuſing is not affirmed 
to be in the natural man, much leſs that theſe things ſhould be 
in him , or of himby any natural power , or by his willing , or 
running to work our, or reach to himſclf, they being things to 
be received upon the free gift , and tender in believing. 

Yet again,note that he ſaith, theſe things are of God, it is in 
his power,loye,mercy,and faithfulneſs ſtill to give, and work in 
us to- receive ; he hath nor limited himſelf, nor ſet bounds to his- 
will to hinder him- from being gracious when he will , and to 
whom he will , that from him it may be looked for : and yet. 
farther note,that he ſaith,that God of whom it is ſheweth mer- - 
cy , ſo that he hath not yet excluded ſuch perſons as will-, and 
runzbut ſtill ſheweth mercy, gives them (who of them(elyes are. 
blinde and deaf)ſome ſight,and hearing that they might ſee,and 
hear , and ſo in ſeeing and hearing be convinced of the vilenels- 
of their fins againſt ſo good a God, and the vanity of their own 
ways and Arifes in willing, and running, and ſo fall down before 
him , accepting the freeneſs of his grace receiving it to be ſaved. 
by it;ſcc an example of a receiver,Phil.3.3,7,$,9.a0d of TE c 
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- 2 Theſ.2.10. Sothar this place agreeth with -and direQeth to, 
theright'uſe of thar I have affirmed to be given by Chriſt tona- 
tural-men , and is a like preſſing caveat, it ion and exhorta- 
tion to that mentioned, Fohs 15.4,5, Fobn 644,65. No man. 
can come to me,except the father which hath ſent me draw him) 
except it were given unto him of my farher. | 

Anf. Surcly this" is altogether true, and a ſweet inſtruQtion, 
-- motive,and reproof;but here is nothing in it denying,or croſſing 

. any w_ [ have affirmed; for, | 4 
FhatT have affirmed, that it is of Gods working to draw 
toChrift, as is (cen in all ſaid. 

2. God draweth many with the cords of a man, and bands 
of love, that yet do nor come in to him, but draw back, Hoſ.1 1. 
3,4,7.and our Saviour ſaid not, that all rhat the father drawerh 
do.come to me;but every one that hath heard,(in which hearing 
the bands of love do faſten; and learned ( that is received his in-- - 
ſtructions, and ſo renounced himſelf and accepted of Chrift, and 
therein choſen life ) cometh to me. | | 

3. This ſaying of our Saviour is uſed as an admonition to 
them, becauſe of their own imbecility that cannot of themſelves 
come to receive-his inſtruction, and lay hold on the opportunity 
afforded, receiving the love of the truth appearing, and the hea- 
venly bread now given them by the Father that ſent the Son, 
that is now calling on them, that by his grace they may believe 
on him , and ſo come to him,who will give them life , Foh# 6. 
27,29,32,33. for it he withdraw, & give them up for contempt, 
then they cannot believe,or come,as,Fohy 12.35,40. with Mat. 
13.14,15- Suffer not the day of viſitation to paſs by unminded, 
take heed of being found the murmurers againſt him, as , Fohy 
6:43.leaſtrhat be verified, Matth.2 3. 37,38. Luke 19.42. 

_ © 4. Laſtly, this ſaying of-our Saviour is not uſed tolay the 
blame of their not coming upon' God, but on themſelves,whaſe 
faulr it nos 5.34,40.45Moſes did the like, Deut.29.4.8 30. 
15,16. And foto reprove them for not accepting his words, and 
IND |  __ coming 
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yming while his Father was drawing , and to ſhew the faithful- 
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_ neſs of his miniſtration to them , who had forewarned them of . © 
=Khis 3 and their departure to be of themſelves , becauſe 
Fuſed to come in the Fathers drawing , without which he had - 
them theY*conld not come, he mindes them, that there- 


they re- 


fore he had ſaid this unto them , werſ.65. So that this fayi 
eeth well with, and leads to the right underſtanding, and we 
of that I have affirmed like that, Fohn 15.4,5. Phil.2.13. It is 
God that worketh in you both the will and the deed, &&c: 
Anſ. This is nothing againſt any thing T have affirmed ; be- 


cauſe in that affirmed , all that is good , is ſhewn to be the free 


pitt , aid work of God by Chriſt: But the text is not as it is 
c aledged ; nor fo as will bear fach a ſenſe, but thus : 
or itis God that worketh in you both to will and todo of 
goodpleaſure ( or as ſome) both to will, andto accompliſh ac- 


. cording to his pony (or as others) both towill, and to 


do of good will all theſe having one and the ſame ſenſe; thewill 


being their#, though given them of God; and thedoing apper- 


taining to them, rhough by thar ſtrength giventhem of God, 
and that grace Sleovered and aro. moveth'the will to 
_ is good, being another gift of God.and his work ; and that 
r 

and Spirit, and ſo of God, inabling them for to doithar is"{pi- 
ritually good , ſo as if they yietd upto it, they have the fayour 
and _ of God going along withthem'to affiſt, bleſs, and 
ſafeguard them ; bur if they negleR and ſmother the lightand 
motion, turning afide,and rebell againſt him;rthen can they with- 
out him do nothing 'that is-good ,- but reſiſting againſt'God 
they may fear decays , and chaſtiſements ; whence thoſe admo- 
nitions , Ephi4.30.1 Theſ.5.19.1 Fohn 3.17. 

And upon this ground the Apoſtle. exhorteth them to work 


out their own Salvation (that whick wrought withinthem , and | 
this ) with fear and trembling , and to do all things ( this grace - 
requireth) without murmyrings, or diſputings, that they oy 
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enabling them to do being a fruit of the fame grace - 
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